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(7)Itis the consistent view of the
Experts and is sufficiently evident from
the documents placed on record that the
flood plains have been drastically
tampered with while destroying the
natural flow of the river, reeds, grasses,
natural vegetation on the river bed. It has
further disturbed the aquatic life of the
river and destoryed water bodies and
wet lands on the flood plains, which were
in existence as noticed in our judgment
in the case of Majoj Misra vs UNion of
Indiaand Ors., OA No.6 of 2012 decided
on 13th January, 2015. Furthermore, they
have constructed ramps, roads,
compaction of earth, pontoon bridges and
other semi-permanent or temporary
structures etc. even without the
permission of the concerned authorities
including Ministry of Water Resources.
The permission granted by Government
of NCT of Delhiis of no consequence as
itis not the competent authority for rights
over the river and in any case, itwas a
permission for only flood situation as is
evident from the bare reading of the
permission. In fact, that is the stand of
Government of NCT of Delhi itself before
the Trubunal.

For the damage caused to the
environment, ecology, biodiversity and
aquatic life of the river, the Foundation
should be held liable for its restoration
in all respects. in that regard and in
exercise of our powers under Sections
15 and 17 of the NGT Act, 2010 we
impose an Environmental
Compensation, initially of Rs. 5 crores.
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