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** No member of this Association has suggested an appeal to arms.
No member of this Association advised it. No member of this Associ-
ation would be so infatuated as to do so. In the existing circumstances
of the country, an excitement to arms would be senseless and wicked,
because irrational. - To talk now-a-days of repealing the Act of Union
by force of arms would be to thaposdize......There might be a riot in the
street—there would be no revolution in the country ! The secretary,
Mr. Crean, will for more effectually promote the cause of Repeal, by re-
gistering votes in Green Street than registeting fire--arms in the Head
Police Office Conciliation Hall on Burgh Quay is more impreganable,
than a rebel camp on Vinegar Hill. The bustings at Dundalk will be more
successfully stormed than the Magazine in the patk. The registry club
the reading room, the polling booths, these are the only positions in the
country we can occupy. Voters certificates, books, pamphlets, news-
papers, these are the only weapons we can employ. Therefore, my lord, I
cast my vote in favour of the peaceful policy of this Association. Itis
the only policy we can adopt. If that policy be pursued with truth, with
courage, with fizxed determination of purpose, I firmly believe it will
succeed.

* But, my lord, I dissented from the .resolutions before us, for
other reasons. I stated the first—I now come to the second I dissented
from them, for I felt that by assenting to them, I should have pledged
myself to the gpqualified repudiation of pb”iul force in all countries, at
all times, and under every circumstance. This I could not do. For. my
Jord, 1 do not abhor the use of arms in the vindication of national rights.
There are times when arms will alone suffice;and when political ameliora-
tions call for a drop of blocd, and many thousand drops of blood.
OPinion, 1 admit, will operate against opinion. But as the honourable
member for Kilkenny has observed, force must be uséd against force. The
soldier is proof against an argument—Dbut he is not proof against a bullet.
The man'that will listen to reason——lét him 'be reasoned .with, but it is
the weaponed arm of the patriot that can alone prevail agamu battalion-

ed despotism.
“ Then, my. lotd. 1 do ot condémn the use of arms as’immotal, not

ga L coBCeive it profang to say, that the King of Hdivénwtbs Lotd of
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Hosts ! The God of Battles! bestows His benediction upon those who
unsheath the sword in the hour of a nation’s peril.

o From that evening on which in the valley of Bethulia, He netved
the-arm of the Jéwish girl to smite the drunken tyranc in’ his tent, down
to this day. in which He has blessed the insurgent chivalry of the Belgian
priest, His Almighty hand hath ever been stretched forth from His throne
of Light. to consecrate the tlag of freedom-—to bless the patriot sword
Be it in the defence, or be it in the assertion of a people’s liberty, I hail
the sword as a sacred weapon; and if, my lord, it has sometimes taken the
shape of the serpent and reddened the shroud of the oppressor with too
deep a dye, hike the anvinted rod of the High Priest, it has at other
times, and as often. blossomed 1nto celestial flowers to deck the freeman's
brow.

** Abhor the sword ? Stigmatise the swotd ? No, my lord, for in cthe
passes of the Tyrol it cut to pieces the banner of the Bavarian, and thro-
ugh those cragged passes struck a path to fame for the peasant insurrect-
ionist of Inspruck !

¢ Abhor the swotd ? Stigmatise the sword ? No, my lotd, fcr, at its
blow, a giant nation started ftom the waters of the Atlantic, and by its
redeeming magic and in the quivering of its crimson light, thee chrippled
colours sprang into the attitude of a proud republic, limitless and invin-
cible and prosperous.

** Abhor the sword ? Stigmatise the sword ? No, my lord, for it swept
the Dutch marauders out of the fine old towns of Belgium—scourged
them back to theit own phlegmatic swamps—and knocked their flag and
sceptre, their laws and bayonets, into the slugish waters of the icheldt. **

Thomas Francis Meagher ( Page 359. )—Irish Oratory and Oratoss.
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