164 Insect Enviconmunt, Vol 7 (9), January - March 2002

Sonneratia apetaia Buch. Ham. (Fam ; Sonneratiaceae),
A New Larval Food Plant fer Tasar Silk Moth
Antheraea paphiaLinn.
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In September 2000 v hile working on faunal diversity of mangrove habitat
in Thane creek (Maharashira), 7 caterpiiars of Tasar Silk Moth were
seen feeding on a mangrove plant which was laler identified as
Sonneralia apetala. Tasar Silk Moth (TSM) belongs to family Saturnidae
and are commercially £ ploited by the silk industry. Sonneratia apetala
is a moderate sized tros found in the tida! lorests of the coastal ragion

and is one of the main conslituents of {ha mangrove habital. It grows
gregariously in patches. A few calerpitiars, collecled during the present
sludy were reared in caplivity. TSM was known lo inhabit moist forests
and plains, often at low elevations and its coturrence in mangrove area
provides a new marshy habitat for (he sperips.
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